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Blooming Gardeners S.C.I.O.
Health and Safety Policy


Part 1:  Statement of Intent

The purpose of Blooming Gardeners’ Health and Safety policy is  to:

· prevent accidents
· manage health and safety risks
· enable everyone attending and working at our project to do so safely by providing clear information, instructions and training 
· provide necessary personal protective equipment
· provide and maintain safe equipment and tools
· ensure safe handling of chemicals and tools
· maintain safe and healthy working conditions
· ensure fire evacuation procedures are known


Part 2:  Responsibilities for Health and Safety

1. Overall responsibility:	
Chairperson, Blooming Gardeners

2. Day-to-day responsibility for ensuring this policy is put into practice:
		Horticultural Trainers

3. To ensure health and safety standards are maintained / improved, the following people have responsibility in the following areas:

Horticultural Trainers
· Good working practice		
· First Aid
· Providing training to ensure attenders have the necessary competencies for tasks undertaken
BG Chairperson
· Monitoring accidents and ill health
Horticultural trainers and BG board
· Risk assessment
	




4. All employees, volunteers and gardeners should:

· Co-operate with each other and Board members on health and safety matters
· take reasonable care of their own health and safety
· report all health and safety concerns to an appropriate person as detailed above under Responsibilities

Part 3:  Arrangements for health and safety

· Risk Assessment
	We will complete relevant risk assessments and take appropriate action.
We will review risk assessments when conditions change
· Training
We will give staff, volunteers and gardeners induction and appropriate training in health and safety.
The Chairperson will ensure employees and volunteers attend recognised First Aid training courses and keep certification up-to-date 
We will provide appropriate personal protective equipment
· Consultation
We will consult staff, volunteers and gardeners routinely on health and safety matters as they arise and during formal reviews of health and safety.
· Evacuation procedures
We will ensure escape routes are clearly signed and kept clear of obstruction.
We shall ensure everyone has experienced the evacuation procedure.
We shall test the evacuation procedure every 6 months.

Policy review

This Health and Safety Policy will be reviewed regularly and revised as necessary.
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